
Mooditj Boodja
2018 Calendar



Warlitj/warlitch
 

 
 

 
 

“Steel Bullet’ turned into a warlitj. “The police chased ‘Steel Bullet’ over to the 
west side of Boyagin Rock. He turned into an eagle and flew away. They never caught 
him. Granny Berty [Bennell] and Granny Felix [Bennell] told me this story.” – Mervyn 
Abraham ‘…the legendary ‘Steel Bullet’, Alex Bibarn, [was] credited with all the powers 

of Mabarn Men1, including the ability to transport himself by flight over many 
kilometres, and to change his body shape at will into a natural form such 

as a rock or an anthill”.

Wedge-tailed Eagle | Aquila audax

– Fay Slater

Photo courtesy Aidan English
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 Birak (January) hot and dry with easterly winds during the day
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NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

New Year’s Day

Australia Day

Native Title Act 
proclaimed (1994)

Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy established 

(1972)

Noongar Boodja Rangers at Amery Acres

Noongar Boodja Rangers visited Amery Acres 
near Dowerin to learn hands-on skills in preparing 
sites for seedling plantings. The rangers learnt the 
importance of site preparation, including controlling 
the weed burden and tackling lack of soil moisture. 
They also learnt how to use ripping and scalping 
tools and gained experience in driving a tractor. 
The Amery Acres site is one of Wheatbelt NRM’s 
Bush Tucker Trial Sites where quandongs (wongup), 
ruby saltbush, native yams (warrany) and blood root 
(quodiny) have been planted.

BIRAK (DECEMBER–JANUARY)
At this time, fires were lit to clear the 
understorey, flush game out and promote 
growth in later seasons. 

Birak season sees the rains ease up and the 
warm weather taking hold. This was the fire 
season, a traditional time for Noongars to burn 
the country in mosaic patterns. The lighting of 
controlled local fires served two purposes: to 
force kangaroos, wallabies and reptiles into the 
open so they could be speared more easily, 
and to reduce undergrowth and ensure the lush 
growth of grasses and young plants in Djilba 
(late winter, early spring). It also meant ease of 
mobility across the country. As for the animals, 
there are many fledglings now venturing out of 
nests, though some are still staying close to their 
parents. An abundance of food sources existed, 
including mammals, birds, reptiles, grubs, frogs, 
kangaroo, wallabies, bandicoots and lizards. 
Reptiles are looking to shed their old skin for a 
new one.

Noongar

Ngank

Karlawoorliny

Moorang

Yulart

Moyup

Warlitj

English

Sun

Hot weather

Rock Wallaby

Skink

Tiger Snake

Wedge-tailed 
Eagle

1A mubarne/mabarn man is a spirit man or magical man
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Granite Kunzea
Kunzea pulchella

 
 

 
 

 
“A hop bush. The perfume on that is absolutely beautiful. When we went there in 

2012 it was all in full bloom down in the flats there. That’s a medicine bush that you use 
when you’ve got a chesty cough and colds and whatever. You just crush the flowers up 
and the twigs and place it on your chest, or you can just get a little twig of it and just 

heat it over the fire and breathe it in. Place it on your chest, but you don’t want it 
too hot where it’s going to burn you. The heat releases all the oils inside 

the plant and you inhale the vapours.”
   – Vivienne Hansen
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Bunuru (February) with hot easterly and northerly winds
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The Wandoo gnamma was registered as a site of 
cultural significance by the Noongar Boodja Ranger 
team. The rangers were taught the process from 
collecting field data about the site, to submitting the 
registration with the Aboriginal Cultural Materials 
Committee (ACMC) for approval. The rangers felt 
that once their Elders have passed on, these places 
can be forgotten and become damaged. It’s up to 
them and the next generation of people to help 
look after these places. Registering a culturally 
significant site with the Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs (DAA) is an important step towards helping 
protect a site and record its location to make it 
easier to find later.

Noongar Boodja Rangers at the Wandoo Gnamma

BUNURU (FEBRUARY–MARCH)
Bunuru is the hottest time of the year with hot 
easterly and north winds. 

Bunuru is the hottest time of the year with little 
to no rain. Hot easterly/northerly winds continue, 
which meant that Noongars moved to the 
coast and estuaries, as the mainland suffered 
from a shortage of fresh, clean water. Marron, 
gilgies, kooyal and tortoises were collected from 
wetlands. Other foods during this season were 
djilki, koonac, yams, reeds, lizards and possums. 
Haemodorum spicatum (a bulb) was collected 
and roasted for use as a spice. Wattle, banksia 
blossom and various roots were also collected. 
Bunuru is a time of the white flowers with lots 
of white flowering gums in full bloom, including 
Jarrah, Marri and Ghost Gums. 

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Maam-marang

Warligi

Kwernt
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Dobitj

Wirio
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Wind
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Bandicoot
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“At Mt Stirling there’s dark marks on the rock. My Old Man said, ‘That dingo chased 
the emu on the side of the rock. The emu fell and killed himself where the rock was 
too steep.’ The black moss on the rock, that’s the emu’s blood. The emu’s blood 

was good tucker and was traded for other things of importance.”

The dwert (dingo)

 – Theo Michael

and the waitj (emu)
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Bunuru (March) with hot easterly and northerly winds

Labour Day

Good Friday

National Close the 
Gap Day

International Women’s 
Day

Harmony Day

Noongar Boodja Rangers at Burlong Pool

The Noongar Boodja Rangers have weeded, 
collected rubbish, cleaned signage and mowed the 
popular and iconic Northam park and permanent 
riverside pool just west of the town. The work is part 
of the continuing effort to rehabilitate the site which 
had been nothing more than a dumping ground 
for rubbish only eight years ago. Wheatbelt NRM 
and the Avon Valley Environmental Society came 
together with a view to clean up the area because it 
is a significant site to not only the Noongar people, 
but to the wider community.

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH
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BUNURU (FEBRUARY–MARCH)
Bunuru is the hottest time of the year with hot 
easterly and north winds. 

Bunuru is the hottest time of the year with little 
to no rain. Hot easterly/northerly winds continue, 
which meant that Noongars moved to the 
coast and estuaries, as the mainland suffered 
from a shortage of fresh, clean water. Marron, 
gilgies, kooyal and tortoises were collected from 
wetlands. Other foods during this season were 
djilki, koonac, yams, reeds, lizards and possums. 
Haemodorum spicatum (a bulb) was collected 
and roasted for use as a spice. Wattle, banksia 
blossom and various roots were also collected. 
Bunuru is a time of the white flowers with lots 
of white flowering gums in full bloom, including 
Jarrah, Marri and Ghost Gums. 



Nyingarn - Echidna - Tachyglossus aculeatus

 
 

 
 

 
“The people used to heat the rock up and keep pounding it until it got 

deep enough so that they could have a water hole. Some Noongar stories say 
gnammas were created in the dreamtime by the Wargal, the spirit snake that also 
made the rivers, lakes and wetlands. Another dreamtime story says that the row 

of five pit gnammas in Trayning were dug by a nyingarn (echidna) digging 
pits as he migrated south.”

Nyingarn and gnammas

 – Kevan Davis (RIP)



monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday sunday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30
MARCH 2018 MAY 2018

mon tue wed thu fri sat sun
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

mon tue wed thu fri sat sun
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Djeran (April) becoming cooler with winds from the south-west 

Easter Monday

Easter

ANZAC Day

Resistance leader 
Jandamarra killed 

(1897)

‘Bringing them home’ 
Stolen Generations 

Report released (1997)

Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody Royal 

Commission Report 
released (1991)

Noongar Boodja Rangers at Mawson

The Noongar Boodja Rangers undertook tree 
planting on an Indigenous Land Corporation 
property near Mawson. The revegetation work 
further develops this strong group of enthusiastic 
and capable Ranger team members who are excited 
to be working ‘on country’ and developing skills that 
will set them up with job ready skills for the future.

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Bilya

Nyingarn

Bidjul

Bidit

Wargal

Wardong

English

River

Echidna

Gecko

Ant

Carpet Python

Crow

DJERAN (APRIL–MAY)
Becoming cooler with bulbs and seeds collected 
for food. 

Djeran season at last sees a break in the really 
hot weather and winds and was used to build, 
waterproof, and repair mia-mias (tents) for 
protection in readiness for the deep wintery 
months to come. Hunting was focused on 
kangaroos, and kangaroo skins and coats 
were prepared for winter. The Djeran diet also 
comprised grubs, frogs and quenda (shortnosed/
southern brown bandicoot). Djeran is a time of 
red flowers especially from the Red Flowering 
Gum (Corimbia ficifolia). Banksias start to display 
their flowers, ensuring that there are nectar 
food sources for the many small mammals and 
birds that rely upon them. Traditionally, foods 
at this time of year included the seeds that had 
been collected and stored for treatment from 
the Zamia palm last season, along with the root 
bulbs of the Yanget (Bullrushes), fresh water fish, 
frogs and turtles.www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au

www.mooditjboodja.com.au



Simon Nevill

Tawny Frogmouth | Podargus strigoides

 
 

 
 

 
“My dad used to, when that bird come around, what do you call them the dewi 

you call like the frog mouth like the tawny frog mouth, he just like a stick on the 
tree you couldn’t tell the difference. See they camouflage themselves. Well the old 
noongar name was dewi but the wadjelas (white people) call them the tawny frog 

mouth. He gets in a dry tree and you couldn’t tell the difference.”

Dewi

– Basil Winmar
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Djeran (May) becoming cooler with winds from the southwest

National Reconciliation 
week begins

In 1995 the Torres 
Straight Islander  
flag is launched

*In the 1967 referendum, Australians voted overwhelmingly to amend the constitution to include 
Aboriginal people in the census and allow the Commonwealth to create laws for them.

Noongar Boodja Rangers at  
Northam Senior High School

Wheatbelt NRM’s Noongar Boodja Rangers assisted 
with the creation of the Northam Senior High 
school’s ‘Six Seasons’ garden. The garden aims to 
help students and community learn about our local 
native flora and has been established with native 
plant species local to Northam and surrounds. The 
plants were chosen so that different ones will flower 
during each of the six Noongar seasons.

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Miyak

Nyittiny

Koomal

Karda

Kwont

Bustard

English

Moon

Cool weather

Possum

Goanna

Death Adder

Koorli

DJERAN (APRIL–MAY)
Becoming cooler with bulbs and seeds collected 
for food. 

Djeran season at last sees a break in the really 
hot weather and winds and was used to build, 
waterproof, and repair mia-mias (tents) for 
protection in readiness for the deep wintery 
months to come. Hunting was focused on 
kangaroos, and kangaroo skins and coats 
were prepared for winter. The Djeran diet also 
comprised grubs, frogs and quenda (shortnosed/
southern brown bandicoot). Djeran is a time of 
red flowers especially from the Red Flowering 
Gum (Corimbia ficifolia). Banksias start to display 
their flowers, ensuring that there are nectar food 
sources for the many small mammals and birds 
that rely upon them. Traditionally, foods at this 
time of year included the seeds that had been 
collected and stored for treatment from the 
Zamia last season, along with the root bulbs of 
the Yanget (Bullrushes), fresh water fish, frogs 
and turtles.

www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au
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“Water kept our people alive, so gnammas were sacred. They were guarded and 

regularly cleaned. Slabs of rocks were placed over some smaller pit gnammas to 
reduce evaporation and prevent wildlife from falling in and drowning. Large gnammas, 
like the Derdibin gnamma, were rare and highly valued. When a group of people first 

arrived at a gnamma, only the eldest, the decision maker, would drink the water 
at first. This elder would ensure that the water was safe. The others would 

wait and then take turns to drink one by one.”
 – Kevan Davis (RIP)

Sacred Gnammas
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Makuru (June) cold and wet with westerly gales

Western Australia Day

Mabo Day

Noongar Boodja Rangers at Northam Reserve
Noonga Boodja Rangers installed signgage at the 
site of the Northam Aboriginal Reserve to tell the 
story of the culturally significant site, situated on 
the banks of the Avon River. For the past two years, 
Wheatbelt NRM has been coordinating a project, 
cleaning up the area on Katrine Road. The work 
has also focused on recording the history of the 
Reserve from the Noongar people who lived there.

MAKURU (JUNE–JULY)
Makaru is the coldest and wettest time of the 
year.

Fire was very important during this season and 
travelling groups rarely went anywhere without a 
smouldering branch of bull banksia held beneath 
their booka (kangaroo-skin cloaks which were 
used as the nights became cooler). Fire was made 
using the slender flower stems from grasstrees 
and had many uses: tool and artefact production, 
food preparation and cooking, hunting and driving 
game, warmth and signalling. The campfire 
provided comfort and company. Makuru was a 
time to dig and eat djida pink tuber roots. Swans 
moulted in June and were easy prey as they 
were unable to fly, while ‘Yonga’ or kangaroos 
provided meat. It is also a time for many animals 
to be pairing up in preparation for breeding in the 
coming season. Flowers that will start to emerge 
include the blues and purples of the Blueberry 
Lilly (Dianella revoluta) and the Purple Flags 
(Patersonia occidentalis). 

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Maar

Maam-marang

Mereny

Moorditj

Boya

Djidi Djidi
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Willie Wagtail
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“This is a very special place, culturally. And there’s spirits. Noongar spirits 
here. And by the time we get home, you’ll have an experience. Someone from 

here will have an experience. I said the same thing to a group of people on this same 
spot. We walked half way down to where we saw the eagle sitting up the rock.”

The Twines

– Theo Michael
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Makuru (July) cold and wet with westerly gales

NAIDOC week begins

Aboriginal flag is 
launched (1971)

Noongar Boodja Rangers at the Twines

Wheatbelt NRM’s Noongar Boodja Rangers installed 
a plaque to commemrate the Twine’s reserve and 
the cultural signiifcance of this special site. The 
Twines is a huge granite outcrop in Twine Reserve, 
Narembeen. The Twines has dreamtime stories and 
many life-sustaining gnammas. It is a very sacred 
Noongar place.

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Wirn

Dwert

Kara

Kaya

Yooran

Marli

English

Spirit

Dog

Trapdoor Spider

Hello

Bobtail

Black Swan

MAKURU (JUNE–JULY)
Makaru is the coldest and wettest time of the 
year.

Fire was very important during this season and 
travelling groups rarely went anywhere without a 
smouldering branch of bull banksia held beneath 
their booka (kangaroo-skin cloaks which were 
used as the nights became cooler). Fire was made 
using the slender flower stems from grasstrees 
and had many uses: tool and artefact production, 
food preparation and cooking, hunting and driving 
game, warmth and signalling. The campfire 
provided comfort and company. Makuru was a 
time to dig and eat djida pink tuber roots. Swans 
moulted in June and were easy prey as they 
were unable to fly, while ‘Yonga’ or kangaroos 
provided meat. It is also a time for many animals 
to be pairing up in preparation for breeding in the 
coming season. Flowers that will start to emerge 
include the blues and purples of the Blueberry 
Lilly (Dianella revoluta) and the Purple Flags 
(Patersonia occidentalis). www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au
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“Rocky Ford is coming back towards Brookton from [Boyagin], that’s where 
there used to be a lot of noombats. Wadjalas [white people] call them numbats. 

We call them noombats. Footballers. Hawthorn football colours. They’re hard to pull 
out of a log, you’d never pull them out, you’d grab them by the tail. Nearly pull the 
tail off, they wouldn’t come out of that log. Their nails stuck in. They’ve got good 

claws. We used to catch them just to let them go again [when we were kids].”

Noombat

– Don Collard

Numbat | Myrmecobius fasciatus
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Djilba (August) becoming warmer 

Bark petition from 
Yirrkala to Parliament 

(1963)

International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous 

Peoples

Gurindi walk-off,  
Wave Hill, NT (1966)

Noongar Boodja Rangers Wallaby trapping
Wheatbelt NRM’s Noongar Boodja Rangers assisted  
the Department of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Attractions (formerly Department of Parks and 
Wildlife), with trapping threatened Black-flanked 
Rock-wallabies at Nangeen Hill Nature Reserve for a 
translocation to Kalbarri National Park. Two rangers 
camped with experts and were thrilled to help 
‘hands on’ with the trapping.

DJILBA (AUGUST–SEPTEMBER)
Djilba is a transitional time of the year, with 
some very cold and clear days combining with 
warmer, rainy and windy days with occasional 
sunny days.

Noongars were able to move to inland hunting 
areas once the rains had replenished water 
sources. Family groups merged for collective 
hunting and gathering, especially as wildlife 
returned to rivers and lakes to drink. Yonga 
(kangaroo), quenda (bandicoot) and waitj (emu) 
were hunted, and koomal (possum) were driven 
from tree hollows with smoke. Snakes and lizards 
were hunted when they came out to warm 
themselves towards the end of Djilba. Birds’eggs 
and young parrots in nests also provided food. 
The tubers of native potatoes (Platysace cirrosa) 
were dug from beneath the wandoo (timber) 
during this season, and meen and djakat (roots) 
were collected. 

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Warra

Kep koorliny

Aliwa

Yorga
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Bad

Rain coming
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“We have a deep respect and obligation to our boodja. We took only 

what we needed from nature. We ate foods when they were plentiful and 
in season. We left some behind when we moved camp so that resources 
would be available the next year.”

Boodja (Country)

 – Kevan Davis (RIP)

Acacia celastrifolia | Glowing Wattle
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Djilba (September) becoming warmer 

Queen’s Birthday
John Pat dies in police 

custody (1983)

Noongar Boodja Rangers seed collecting
Wheatbelt NRM’s Noongar Boodja Rangers 
worked with Indigenous Land Manager and 
Noongar Elder, Theo Michael to collect seed from 
his property at Mawson. The Rangers collected 
Eucalyptus macrocarpa, Allocasuarina campestris, 
Leptospermum erubescens, Banksia sphaerocarpa 
and Isopogon divergens. The seed will be used to 
revegetate the Mawson property in the future,

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Karl

Bibool

Kitj

Ngawoo
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Fire

Swamp Paperbark

Spear

Mallee Fowl

Scorpion
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DJILBA (AUGUST–SEPTEMBER)
Djilba is a transitional time of the year, with 
some very cold and clear days combining with 
warmer, rainy and windy days with occasional 
sunny days.

Noongars were able to move to inland hunting 
areas once the rains had replenished water 
sources. Family groups merged for collective 
hunting and gathering, especially as wildlife 
returned to rivers and lakes to drink. Yonga 
(kangaroo), quenda (bandicoot) and waitj (emu) 
were hunted, and koomal (possum) were driven 
from tree hollows with smoke. Snakes and lizards 
were hunted when they came out to warm 
themselves towards the end of Djilba. Birds’eggs 
and young parrots in nests also provided food. 
The tubers of native potatoes (Platysace cirrosa) 
were dug from beneath the wandoo (timber) 
during this season, and meen and djakat (roots) 
were collected. 



 
 

 
 

 
“Sometimes you find lizard traps still there. A lot of people, not knowing, wreck 

them. The old people would get a thin granite slab about 10cm thick and a metre 
square. They’d prop it up at one end to a height of about 10cm using one or more 
smaller stones. When Noongars were hunting lizards to eat, if a lizard ran into a 

trap, it would be stuck with nowhere else to run, and eventually get caught.”

Lizard traps

 – Kevan Davis (RIP)
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Kambarang (October) rain decreasing

Battle of Pinjarra  
(1834)

Racial Discrimination 
Act takes effect (1975)

Noongar Boodja Rangers at Northam Cemetery

The Northam Cemetery was given a facelift, with 
help from the region’s Noongar Boodja Rangers. The 
clean-up was in response to concern from residents 
that the heritage-listed cemetery was in desperate 
need of a clean-up. The Shire of Northam contracted 
six Aboriginal rangers to complete the job. They 
spent the week removing rubbish, cleaning up 
weeds, and raking and tidying the grounds.

KAMBARANG (OCTOBER–NOVEMBER)
Longer dry periods accompany a definite 
warming trend.

Meaning ‘rains decreasing’, this season was 
signalled by the vibrant flowering of the Western 
Australian Christmas Tree (moodjar or Nuytsia 
floribunda) along with some of the Banksias 
and many other smaller delicate flowering 
plants including the Kangaroo Paw and Orchids. 
Kambarang was a season of plenty, with an 
abundance of food available such as fruit, yams 
and birds’ eggs. Kooyal (frogs), yaarkin (tortoises) 
and gilgie (freshwater crayfish) were delicacies 
enjoyed in this season; these were caught by 
hand in swamps and wetlands. Reptiles start to 
awaken from their hibernation and koolbardies 
(Magpies) will also be out protecting their nests 
and their babies. Pits and traps were used to 
collect possums and kangaroos. Supplies of 
gum from wattle trees were collected, and yams 
(Dioscoreahastifolia) were dug up by women 
using long wanna (digging sticks). 

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Djilgi

Kalyang

Djindun

Bidjul

Nguk

Birdak

English

Crayfish

Gum

Star

Gecko

Honey

Bottlebrush
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“A lot of old people used to boil them barks and drink the water. Mum was 

amazing, you know, she’d get all the different barks, boil them up. Sometimes she’d 
bath the babies in it, sometimes she’d make us drink it. We’d say, ‘No!’ But we did. 
And I tell you what, belly aches, they were the best medicines out. Or even if you 

had sores on your skin. I never knew Mum to go to the doctor, get medicine from a 
doctor for skin rashes, nothing. That was our medicine there. I’ve got a bottle of 

my old bush medicine at home. I keep it there in case the kids get sick.  
Pour it in the tub for them.”  – Janet Hayden

Boort (Bark)
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Kambarang (November) rain decreasing
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Noongar Boodja Rangers training

The Noongar Budjar Rangers are a strong group of 
enthusiastic and capable team members who are 
excited to be working ‘on country’ and developing 
skills that will set them up for meaningful work in 
the future. The team are consistently being trained 
in Natural Resource Management techniques, 
including deep ripping, seed collection, chemical 
use and first aid. The Ranger Program was set up 
3 years ago with the aim of providing these young 
community members with a pathway to meaningful 
work on the land.

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Wilgi

Nyitting

Djuditj

Bangara

Kir

Djoowi

English

Red Ochre

Dreaming

Chuditch

Monitor

Black-headed Python

Tawny Frogmouth
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KAMBARANG (OCTOBER–NOVEMBER)
Longer dry periods accompany a definite 
warming trend.

Meaning ‘rains decreasing’, this season was 
signalled by the vibrant flowering of the Western 
Australian Christmas Tree (moodjar or Nuytsia 
floribunda) along with some of the Banksias 
and many other smaller delicate flowering 
plants including the Kangaroo Paw and Orchids. 
Kambarang was a season of plenty, with an 
abundance of food available such as fruit, yams 
and birds’ eggs. Kooyal (frogs), yaarkin (tortoises) 
and gilgie (freshwater crayfish) were delicacies 
enjoyed in this season; these were caught by 
hand in swamps and wetlands. Reptiles start to 
awaken from their hibernation and koolbardies 
(Magpies) will also be out protecting their nests 
and their babies. Pits and traps were used to 
collect possums and kangaroos. Supplies of 
gum from wattle trees were collected, and yams 
(Dioscoreahastifolia) were dug up by women 
using long wanna (digging sticks). 



 
 

 
 

 
“The budjar makes me happy and it makes me sad. When I think back I think 

of my koort budjar - my heartland - and I love my heartland. I say my koort budjar 
and my mia budjar. My heartland and my homeland.”

My heartland 

-Doolan (Leisha) Eatts

my homeland

Photo courtesy Kristo Orma



Noongar Boodja Rangers at Wundowie  
Playground

The Shire of Northam sought the assistance of 
Wheatbelt NRM’s Noongar Boodja Rangers to 
resurface the playground area with hundreds of 
tonnes of white river sand. The local Wundowie 
community has provided great feedback following 
the resurfacing, saying that the new playground has 
been very popular with local children.
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Birak (December) hot and dry with easterly winds during the day

Christmas Day Boxing Day

NOONGAR WORDS OF THE MONTH

Noongar

Babanginy

Koorbon

Bigurlda

Yoorntaan

Boyur

Manatj

English

Lightning

Frost

Red Kangaroo

Heath Goanna

Smokebush

White Cockatoo

BIRAK (DECEMBER–JANUARY)
At this time, fires were lit to clear the 
understorey, flush game out and promote 
growth in later seasons. 

Birak season sees the rains ease up and the 
warm weather taking hold. This was the fire 
season, a traditional time for Noongars to burn 
the country in mosaic patterns. The lighting of 
controlled local fires served two purposes: to 
force kangaroos, wallabies and reptiles into the 
open so they could be speared more easily, 
and to reduce undergrowth and ensure the lush 
growth of grasses and young plants in Djilba 
(late winter, early spring). It also meant ease of 
mobility across the country. As for the animals, 
there are many fledglings now venturing out of 
nests, though some are still staying close to their 
parents. An abundance of food sources existed, 
including mammals, birds, reptiles, grubs, frogs, 
kangaroo, wallabies, bandicoots and lizards. 
Reptiles are looking to shed their old skin for a 
new one.
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What does Mooditj
Boodja mean?
In the Noongar language Mooditj means 
Strong or Stable whilst Boodja means 
Country. So ‘Mooditj Boodja’ means ‘Strong 
Country’.


